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Parumala Kochuthirumeni Vattasseril Thirumeni
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Catholicose of The East

HIS HOLINESS BASELIOS MARTHOMA PAULOSE II
The Catholicose of the East and Malankara Metropolitan
\ (Enthroned on the Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas - 91st Successor) F

Former Catholicoses of The East

H.H. BASELIOS PAULOSE 1
The First Catholicos
1912-1913 (Entombed at Pampakuda )

H.H. BASELIOS GEEVARGHESE I H.H. BASELIOS GEEVARGHESE II H.H. BASELIOS AUGEN I

The Second Catholicos The Third Catholicos The Fourth Catholicos
1925-1928 (Entombed at Vallikkattu Dayara) 1929-1964 (Entombed at Devalokam) 1964-1975 (Entombed at Devalokam)

H.H. BASELIOS MARTHOMA MATHEWS 1 H.H. BASELIOS MARTHOM.
The Fifth Catholicos The Sixth Catholicos The Seventh Catholicos

1975-1991 (Entombed at Devalokam) 1991-2005 (Entombed at Sasthamkotta) 2005-2014 (Entombed at Pathanapuram Dayara)




The Malankara Orthodox Chureh of India

(ORTHODOX CHURCH OF INDIA)
DIOCESE OF DELHI

DELHI ORTHODOX CENTRE

2, Institutional Area, Tughlakabad
New Delhi-110062

Phone: 011-29956417

Mobile: 09810791894

E-mail: mar.demetrios@gmail.com

Dr. Youhanon Mar Demetrios

Kalpana No. DP15/12/2017

BLESSINGS TO YOU IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT, ONE TRIUNE GOD, FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN!

Dearly Beloved,

Reading through the history of the inception, growth and development of the St. Thomas
Orthodox Cathedral, Dubai is to experience how God has worked wonderfully for His
greater glory. The pages make evident how each person, as intruments of God, were
able to build, brick by brick, this parish so that today it occupies a pre-eminent position
in the entirety of the Malankara Orthodox Church.

On the occasion of the celebration of the golden jubilee of the parish, I extend my
felicitations to the church and commend the members who were responsible for the
publication of the brief history of the parish. It will, I am sure, provide for inspired
reading experience, not only for the members, but also for a wider audience. Together,
we all can raise up our voices of praise to God for his wonderful and inspiring story of
the history of the Cathedral.

I pray that God will continue to bless the St. Thomas Cathedral, Dubai in every way so
that it can continue to attain newer and higher heights in the service of humankind and
to the greater glory of the Triune God in the many years to come.

May Almighty God bless you all 7
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Peekinto history through five decades.

Christians in India as a whole keep close to their heart, the profound belief with
pride and delight that Apostle St Thomas, as per the instructions of our Lord Jesus
Christ, arrived at the southern part of India in AD 52, proclaimed the good news and
established Christianity in the country. Till then, India-the land of Vedas, was alien
to Christ prospects. Indian culture is a blend of diversity, dissimilarity as well as
transparency. It was the broadmindedness inherent in transparency that gave the
opportunity for a new religion such as Christianity to take root, grow and flourish at least
in the southernmost strip of India. Historical records mention that St Thomas travelled
by sea landing on the shores of Malabar and founded seven and a half churches
there.

Centuries later, few of the faithful, proud of their roots, professing credence in St.
Thomas traditions, belonging to Malankara Orthodox Church, started migrating to other
countries around the world in pursuit of better living conditions. After destining Burma,
Singapore, Malaysia and Ceylon by various groups, by the early 1950s, a handful had
reached the Gulf countries.

Dubai is a wonder city that has sprung in the desert. Its developmentis amazing and
considered exemplary. As every success professes a story behind it, Dubai’s glorious
prosperity also categorically points to a unique history grounded on the wisdom,
farsightedness and efficiency of the Rulers coupled with their generous consideration
and tolerance towards other religions.

Similarly, St. Thomas Church in Dubai, a silver of the spectacular city also endorses
a history of its success and development to the unflinching dedication, relentless
sacrifice and prayerful efforts of the pioneers who strove to make a church in the desert
city. It is certain that looking back to the past will emanate inspiration, triggering pomp
and pride to future generations of orthodox faithful.

I First church in the desert:
Among Asian communities in the gulf region, it was the Indian Orthodox community
which could come out first to initiate a Church at Bahrain in 1959 where it was able to
construct its own church building by 1969. Immediately afterwards, a parish was formed
in Kuwait similarly, but could not construct a building of its own. Apart from Dubai, by
the end of 1968, a congregation was also formed in Abu Dhabi, which was elevated
to the status of a parish in 1970. In December 1971 Abu Dhabi parishioners were
in a position to construct a church dedicating it in the name of St. George. Similarly
parishes were formed in Doha as well as Muscat in the year 1974.

Prior to formation of the U.A.E., the seven principalities viz. Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Fujairah and Ras Al Khaimah were independent
from each other. British Political Agency controlled them under the name of “Trucial
States”. The Indian Rupee currency notes issued by the Reserve Bank of India was the
running currency prevalent then. Though crude oil was discovered in Dubai in 1966,




commercial production and export started in 1972 which prompted influx of immigrant
Malayalis in large numbers.

The first known Malayali Christians in and around Dubai by 1958 comprised of nine
families of which four families were of Orthodox faith. The nine families were: (1) P. D.
Varghese (Vakayar); (2) T. C. Mathews (Pathanapuram); (3) T.C. Mani (Pathanapuram);
(4) P.T. Thomas (Kozhencherry); (5) Abraham (Edamon); (6) K. S. Varkey (Ranni); (7)
Dr. K.C. Chacko; (8) John Koshy (Cherukole); (9) A.P. George (Madapally).

By 1965 the Orthodox families increased from four to nine. They initially joined for
‘in house’ prayers with families of other denominations. They did not have facility for
conducting worship or prayer gatherings in a large scale.

The first recorded Holy Qurbana was conducted by Rev. Fr. K. A. George (from
Bahrain) in Dubai on 25th April 1963 participated by 15 Orthodox members from Dubai
and Sharjah.

Again in 1964 Rev. Fr. T. M. George, the then Vicar of Bahrain Church was invited
to Dubai to conduct a two-day Gospel convention which was attended by 75 Malayalis
of Orthodox, C.S.I., Marthoma and Pentecostal groups. On a Friday our Holy Qurbana
was celebrated and two babies got baptized on the same day.

Malayali Orthodox families of 1965 were:-
1. Thomas Koshy Cherukole

2. John Koshy Cherukole

3. Thomas Philipose Kayamkulam
4. A.P. George Madappally

5. K.G. Jacob Pathanapuram

6. Varghese Panicker Kundara

7. K.O. Baby Chepadu

8. P.D Varghese Konni

9. T.C. Alexander Ranny

10. (3 Al Maktoum Hosp. Staff)

Then from 1966 to 1968 further Orthodox families joined in:-
11. Abraham Kuzhimannil, Kattoor
12. K.M. Mathew Kandathil

13. P.V. Varghese

14. Mani K.V.

15. Omana kurian & M.I. Kurian
16. C.M. Mathunny

17. G. Varghese

18. V.C. Varghese

19. K.V. Mammen

20. Thomas Mammen
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21. K.V. Ninan

22. C.A. Thomas

23. Issac Maniparampil

24. Miss. A.P. Joseph

25. Joseph V. Cherian & Deenamma
26. Rachel Mammen

27. Leelamma

In 1965 the then Vicar of Bahrain church, Rev. Fr. T. E. George (Late Lamented His
Grace Geevarghese Mar Dioscoros) visited Dubai and celebrated Holy Qurbana.

I Malayali Christian Congregation:-
In 1966 the community comprising of Orthodox, Marthoma, Pentecostal and C.S.I.
denominations formed a congregation named United Malayali Congregation, Dubai.
They met every Thursday in a hall,in Bur Dubai with Bible reading and chanting
Christian hymns ending with prayer. There were about 120 in all. Every quarter clergy
from each denomination would be invited cyclically to conduct church services.

I St. Thomas Orthodox Syrian Congregation:-
In 1968 the then Vicar of Bahrain Orthodox church, Rev. Fr. K. K. Punnoose visited
Dubai and conducted a meeting of Orthodox faithful on 2nd December 1968. 35 people
including ladies and children attended.

In contemplation of the hardships suffered by the patron saint of India, St. Thomas,
who travelled perhaps the longest distance by any apostle for spreading the good
news and seeding Christianity in India, the congregation that was formed was named
after the Saint, to be known as St. Thomas Syrian Orthodox Association, Dubai. The
following personnel were elected as office-bearers :-

President & Vicar : Rev. Fr. K.K. Punnose
Vice President : Mr. K.A Abraham

Secretary : Mr. K.G. Jacob
Jt. Secretary :Mr. C.A. Thomas
Treasurer : Mr. Thomas Koshy

Committe members:
Mr. K.M. Mathews, Thomas Philipose, K.V Mani, Mrs. Omana Kurian, Miss. Elizabeth
Peter

The St. Thomas congregation used to meet every alternate Friday evening 7 pm at
the United Malayali Christian Congregation Hall, in Bur Dubai.

Our congregation was registered with the British Political Agency and visa for the
visiting priest was provided for by them.
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In 1969 Metropolitan of Malabar Diocese H. G. Thomas Mar Themothios (L.L. His
Holiness Didymos | Catholicos) visited Dubai and celebrated Holy Qurbana. He advised
the orthodox faithful to start conducting separate worship for themselves. Hence from
April 1969 the orthodox faithful started separate worship at the villa of Mr. K. G. Jacob
comprising of 27 members in Toto.

H.G. Thomas Mar Themothios (L.L. H.H. Didymos I) was the first prelate from
an Indian Episcopal church to have visited Dubai, U.A.E, let alone from Malankara
Orthodox Church.

Priests used to celebrate Holy Qurbana as and when they were available, while
prayer meetings used to be held every week at villa of Mr. K. G. Jacob. As members
increased, the venue had to be shifted to the Women’s Society Hall, Deira in 1970.
Prayer meetings were conducted in this hall every Sunday and Holy Qurbana was
celebrated once every two months as per the availability of priests.

I Elevation as Parish:-
In September 1970, the Metropolitan of outside Kerala diocese H. G. Mathews
Mar Athanasios (L.L. H.H. Mathews | Catholicos) elevated the Dubai congregation
as a Parish, assigning the parish priest of Bahrain with additional charge of the new
Dubai Parish. The then vicar of Bahrain parish Rev. Fr. K. K. Punnoose (L.L. H. G.
Stephanos Mar Theodosios) became the first vicar of Dubai parish.

He used to visit Dubai every two months and celebrate Holy Qurbana and cater to
the spiritual needs of the faithful. In his absence weekly prayer meetings were regularly
held under the leadership of Mr. K. A. Abraham and Thomas Koshy cherukole.

I Historical Meet:-
In December 1969 the Metropolitan of Kollam Diocese H.G. Mathews Mar Coorilos
visited Dubai. An audience was arranged with the then Ruler H.H. Shaikh Rashid Bin
Saeed Al Maktoum, through the Ruler’s Secretary Mr. Oscar Mandody. In the meeting
arranged on His Graces insistence a request for land to build a church was made
and consent granted by the Ruler. However due to the infancy of the parish no further
action was undertaken to materialize this.

In 1971 the metropolitan of Angamaly Diocese: H.G. Philipose Mar Theophilose
visited the Dubai Parish and celebrated the Holy Qurbana.

Considering difficulties faced by vicar of Bahrain to visit Dubai intermittently, in
1972 the parish priest of Abu Dhabi Rev. Fr. T. A. Jacob was granted additional charge
of the Dubai parish.

I Plot of Land for church:-
In April 1972 the Metropolitan of outside Kerala Diocese H. G. Mathews Mar
Athanasios (L.L. H.H. Baselios Marthoma Mathews |, Catholicos of the East) visited

>
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Dubai. As desired by him, an audience was arranged with the then Ruler of Dubai,
through the Bank manager of Citibank, Mr. M. C. George by Mr. Jassem Midfa (vice
president of Citibank). Due to the official visit of the President of Sudan, direct meeting
with our bishop did not take place. However the Ruler advised our Bishop to liaise with
the Ruler’s Court. Subsequently an order was issued on 25th April 1972 by the gracious
Ruler of Dubai H.H. Shaikh Rashid Bin Saeed Al Maktoum making a magnanimous gift
in the form of a plot of land measuring 68,000 sq. ft. in Zabeel East Plot No. B.21, to
the Indian Orthodox Church.

It is commendable to note the services of Mr. T. V. John, our church member, an
employee in the Dubai Lands Department in surveying and demarcating the present
plot in our name.

I Construction of Parsonage:-
In October 1972 a make-shift parsonage was constructed to facilitate the vicar’s
stay in the premises. It comprised of one room, a small kitchen and verandah in the
south-east corner of the said plot, constructed with the help of the vice-president of the
congregation, Contractor Mr. K. A. Abraham.

It is in this limited space that the vicars: Resp T. A. Jacob achen, later with family
Resp P. M. Mathews achen as well as Resp Sam V. Gabriel achen stayed. Even L.L.
H.H.Catholicos Mathews |, as well as L.L. H.G. Pachomios thirumeni and L.L. H.G.
Dioscoros thirumeni during their visits in 1978, 1979 stayed there.

On 9th March 1973 the vicar Rev. Fr. T. A. Jacob laid the stone for construction
of the proposed church but due to exigencies, work did not start. In July 1973 the
diocesan bishop (of outside Kerala diocese Mathews Mar Athanasios) visited Dubai,
convened a general-body and elected a new committee for the construction. Vicar Rev
Fr. T. A. Jacob was transferred to India. The Vicar of Abu Dhabi, Rev. Fr. C. K. Joseph
was given additional charge as temporary vicar of Dubai. In January 1974 Rev. Fr. P.M.
Mathews was appointed as new vicar for Dubai parish.

In the general body it was decided to extend the services of the priest once a month
to Muscat for conducting the Holy Qurbana.

On 16th February 1974 Sunday School unit was started with 11 students and two
teachers. In May 1971 the general body decided to start the Youth Movement as well
as the Martha Mariam Samajam.

I Foundation Stone laying:-
On 20th June 1974 Rev. Fr. M. V. George (L.L. H.G. Geevarghese Mar Osthathios)
blessed and laid the foundation stone and the construction of the church was begun.

Under the astute leadership coupled with determination and even manual labour
of Rev. Fr. P. M. Mathews the interior of the church premises was made worthy of

>
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conducting temporary worship from July 1976. On 31st December 1976 the new church
was consecrated by H. G. Joseph Mar Pachomios. The main altar was consecrated
in the hame of St. Thomas, while the two other side altars in the names of Holy Virgin
Mary as well as of St. Gregorios of Parumala.

In the meeting immediately after the consecration, Indian Ambassador H. E. Hamid
Ansari (later 12th vice-president of India), Indian Consul-General Surendra Bhatia,
Fr. Eusebios Dhavery (St. Mary’s Catholic Church), Rev. Philip Sturdy (Holy Trinity
Church), Rev. John Varkey (Marthoma parish vicar) attended.

Until 1976 the Dubai church was administered by the outside Kerala Diocese led
by H. G. Mathews Mar Athanasios. The same year the outside Kerala Diocese was
divided into three and our Parish was allotted to the Diocese of Bombay. H. G. Thomas
Mar Makarios was the diocesan bishop of Bombay Diocese.

In 1978 due to the restructuring of dioceses, the Dubai church got in the fold of
Delhi Diocese under H. G. Paulose Mar Gregorios, the first bishop of Delhi Diocese. H.
G. Job Mar Philoxenos succeeded L.L. H.G. Gregorios thirumeni.

During this era the prayer groups started for the convenience of our people in
Sharjah, Ras Al Khaimah, Fujairah, Jebal Ali were invigorated by the leadership
provided by the vicar in Dubai.

It was decided to conduct Holy Qurbana in Sharjah once a month during the second
week from March 1975 onwards.

On 13th January 1978 it was decided in the general body of Dubai church to form
a separate parish for Sharjah, and the diocesan bishop Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios
issued a “Kalpana” to that effect.

Due to the building construction and formation of parish, the youth movement and
Martha Mariam samajam which had got side lined, were reconvened to assemble in
church on Sunday evenings from 1977. Under the auspices of the Youth Movement a
library named St. Basil was instituted and a magazine: ‘Santom’ was published. On
23rd April 1979 H.H. Baselios Marthoma Mathews |, Catholicos inaugurated the charity
project aimed at providing home for ten destitute families.

The temporary parsonage was insufficient to cater to growing needs; hence
construction of a new parsonage housing an office, a VIP room, along with two
bedrooms for vicar got commenced in 1979 during the stewardship of Rev. Fr. Sam V.
Gabriel, and was inaugurated towards the end of his tenure in 1980.

In 1978 a 25-seater mini-bus was purchased to provide transport for church
members and in 1987 it was replaced by a 55-seater bus.
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For the use of Sunday school and other spiritual organizations it was decided
to construct a parish hall. The same was constructed in 1982 and was named as
St. Thomas Hall and blessed in May 1983 by Catholicos H.H. Baselios Marthoma
Mathews I. Rev. Fr. Zachariah Panackamattom was the vicar during that period.

During 1982 the Ministry of Labor opened a new file in the name of St. Thomas
Orthodox Church, India and issued work permit and employment visa.

From 27th January 1982 special intercessory prayers in the name of St. Mary were
started on every Wednesday.

I Holy Relics:-

On 5th April 1985 the holy relics obtained from the sepulchre of St. Thomas in
Mylapore, were jointly interred by the Diocesan bishop H. G. Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios
alongwith H. G. Stephanose Mar Theodosios in the main altar of the church. Rev.
Fr. Varghese Chacko was the vicar at the time. In 1992 while the church was re-
constructed, these relics were retrieved and re-interred in the new altar.

In order to generate funds for charitable activities the youth movement of the church
organized a massive blood donation camp. This camp received special mention of
appreciation by the authorities. Rev. Fr. Joseph Vendarapally was the vicar during this
period. During his tenure the prayer groups were rejuvenated by his relentless efforts.

From end of 1987 till a new vicar was appointed in 1988, metropolitan of
Kunnamkulam Diocese H. G. Paulose Mar Milithios, (the present catholicos) resided in
the parish catering to the spiritual needs of the parishioners.

I Reconstruction of the church:-
Due to growth in membership and existing church being unable to accommodate
all, it was decided to reconstruct the church. The foundation stone was laid on 5th
July 1991 by H. G. Paulose Mar Gregorios, Metropolitan of Delhi Diocese. During
the interim, worship was conducted temporarily in the existing parish hall. On 12th
June 1992 the newly constructed church was consecrated by H.H. Baselios Mathews
Il assisted by their Graces: Paulose Mar Gregorios; Stephanos Mar Theodosios,
Kuriakose Mar Clemis, Job Mar Philoxenos. Rev. Fr. P. G. Varghese was the vicar
during that period.

I Silver Jubilee:-

The silver jubilee celebration of the church was celebrated in pomp in 1993, with the
prayerful presence of catholicate designate H. B. Thomas Mar Themothios, leadership
of Rev. Dr. T. J. Joshua and with the overseeing of H. G. Job Mar Philoxenos thirumeni.
The programs highlighted Gospel convention, seminars, public meetings, social and
charity projects. Rev. Fr. Philip M. Samuel was the vicar then.

During the period 1993 to 1994 the church compound was raised by adding sand ‘
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filling to raise the floor, then paved with inter-lock tiles and the garden was enclosed all
round the boundary wall.

In 1994 the registration formalities with Dubai Municipality were completed and
obtained the license in the name of St. Thomas Orthodox Church (India).

In 1998 the old parsonage was replaced by a building complex housing an office,
the sexton’s quarters, store-room, library-room, a hall up-stairs. This was blessed by
H.H. Baselios Marthoma Mathews I, Catholicos. Rev. Fr. M. C. Paulose was the vicar
then.

To boost development of the parish, and extend proper shepherding, the Diocesan
Metropolitan was requested to appoint an assistant vicar. The new building complex
was revamped, converting the large hall into a mini hall, VIP room and accommodation
for an assistant Vicar.

In 2002 a visual documentary named “Malankaryude Manitheril” comprising the
sacraments and traditions of the Malankara Sabha and telecast in ten episodes through
visual media. Rev. Fr. P. A. Philip was the vicar during that period.

In October 2003 the parish was declared as “St. Thomas Orthodox Great Church”
by H.H. Baselios Marthoma Mathews I, during his Episcopal visit. Rev. Fr. Shaji
George was the vicar and Rev. Fr. T. C. Thomas, Assistant Vicar.

In order to increase the capacity of existing church structure, the area of the Holy
Madbaha as well as to construct a balcony in the rear side of the church, the hinder
part of the church was dismantled.

On 16th April 2006 H. G. Philipose Mar Eusebius blessed and given the foundation
stone which on 9th June 2006 the Vicar laid the same to start the reconstruction.
The same was completed and consecrated by H. H. Baselios Marthoma Didymos,
Catholicos assisted by H. G. Kuriakose Mar Clemis and H.G. Geevarghese Mar
Coorilos. Same day the church was proclaimed as Cathedral by the Catholicos. Rev.
Fr. P. K. Thomas provided leadership for the reconstruction and Rev. Fr. K. K. Kuriakose
was the assistant vicar.

On 2nd and 3rd March 2006 a youth conference was organized by Dubai Youth
Movement at G.C.C. level for the first time.

In 2008 an award was instituted in the memory of H. G. Stephanos Mar Theodosios,
for outstanding achievers in humanitarian activities.

In January 2008, as per the decision of the General body, the congregation in Jebel
Ali was elevated as a separate parish named as Mar Gregorios Orthodox Church, by
the Metropolitan of Delhi Diocese.
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In 2011 it was decided to reconstruct the old parish hall and Rev. Fr. Biju P. Thomas
laid the foundation stone. Rev. Fr. Pathrose Joy was the assistant vicar.

On 27th January 2012 the inauguration of the one-year long centenary celebrations
of re-establishment of the Catholicate in Malankara, was inaugurated with a grand
opening ceremony in the gracious presence of the supreme head of the Orthodox
Church H.H. Baselios Marthoma Paulose Il, alongwith Indian Ambassador to UAE
H.E. M. K. Lokesh, and other prominent personalities. A mega musical program was
conducted by 100 children. It was also a stage of unique and marvellous event when
90 Children dressed in the attires of prominent historical characters linked to Holy
Church who were instrumental in its history from 1st century till 21st century including
the predecessors, graciously submitted gifts to the 91st successor of the Apostolic
Throne of St Thomas, H. H. Catholicos of the East. Floats depicting 20 centuries of
church history were the highlights.

On 26th October 2012 the concluding ceremony of the centenary celebrations
was conducted in the presence of H. G. Geevarghese Mar Coorilos. Classical musical
concert conducted by Rev. Fr. Dr. M. P. George supported by the orchestra of the
Sruthi School of Music choir and rally with floats were the highlights of the event.

From 2012 the Youth Movement instituted an award for best agriculturist among
the Malankara Sabha members.

On 22nd November 2013 a multi-storied complex with auditorium, mini conference
hall and office was blessed by H.G. Dr. Yuhanon Mar Demetrios alongwith H. G. Dr.
Yuhanon Mar Milithios. Rev. Fr. T. J. Johnson was the vicar, and Rev. Fr. Biju Daniel
the assistant vicar.

The Cathedral has been focussing much more on humanitarian services to the
society. In the years 2015 and 2016. Villages in and around Attappady where the
aborigines live, were adopted, providing food packet kits on a daily basis for about
450 families and offering free medical aid in addition to gifting free tailoring machines
and arranging training on tailoring. Free food is being arranged for the needy patients
and bystanders of some of the busy hospitals in major cities. Help is extended to
those suffering from dreaded diseases including heart, kidney and cancer patients. A
food bank for the needy is set in a refrigerator in the Cathedral premises having fruits,
sandwiches and juice absolutely free. Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathews served as the Vicar and
Rev Fr. Lany Chacko was the assistant Vicar.

Today the St. Thomas Orthodox Cathedral has become a refuge for many who

seek blessings as the Church imparts comfort to many who seek solace and blessings
for themselves and their dear ones in this land of desert. ®
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IMPORTANT MILESTONES AT A GLANCE

Holy Qurbana Celebrated 1st time in Dubai by Rev. Fr. K.A.

Two Day Ecumenical Convention - Holy Qurbana and 2
Baptism by Rev. Fr. T.M. George. (Thottathil, Thekkemala)

Holy Qurbana celebrated by Rev. Fr. T.E. George.

Formation of United Malayalee Christian congregation.
Prayer meeting every Thursdays. Our Holy Qurbana every 3

Formation of Orthodox congregation named St.Thomas
Syrian Orthodox Association. Meeting on alternate fridays
at United congregation hall, Bur Dubai. 1st Vicar

1st Ever Episcopal visit by a Bishop from an Indian Episcopal

Separate worship started at residence of Mr. K.G. Jacob.

1963 April, 25
George. (Bahrain Church vicar)
>
1964
>
1965
(H.G. Geevarghese Mar Dioscorus)
>
1966
months.
>
1968 December 2
Rev. Fr. K.K.Punnoose.
>
1969 January
Church - H.G. Thomas Mar Themothios.
>
1969 April
>
1969 December

Historic meeting and a request for land was made by
H.G. Mathews Mar Coorilose with H.H. Sheikh Rashid Bin
Saeed Al Maktoum, the Ruler of Dubai.
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Worship started at Deira, Womens society Hall.

Elevated as Parish. Additional charge given to vicar of Bahrain

Episcopal visit by H.G. Philipose Mar Theophilose

Additional charge given to Vicar of Abu Dhabi as Vicar of

Appointment of Rev. Fr. T.A. Jacob as Vicar of Dubai.

The visit of Diocesan Bishop (out side Kerala)
H.G. Mathews Mar Athanasios to H.H. The Ruler of
Dubai’s palace/Court and follow up of request for the land.

Allotment of plot of land measuring 68000 sq.ft. to

Construction of a parsonage consisting one room +

1970
>
1970 September
as Vicar of Dubai .
4
1971
>
1972
Dubai. Rev. Fr. T.A. Jacob.
>
1972 May
4
1972 April
>
1972 April-25
St. Thomas Indian Orthodox church.
>
1972 October
verandha + small kitchen for Vicar.
>
1973 July

Rev.Fr.C.K. Joseph, Vicar of Abu Dhabi got additional charge
as Vicar of Dubai.
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Foundation stone for Church Laid by Rev.Fr. M.V.George.

General body decided to send vicar to Muscat once in a

Sunday School started with 2 teachers and 11 students.

Holy Qurbana started in Sharjah Congregation. (once in a

Worship started cursorily at the finished structure of the

Consecration of the Church by H.G. Joseph Mar Pachomios.

1974 January
Rev. Fr. P.M. Mathews took charge as vicar.
>
1974 June 20
(L.L.H.G. Geevarghese Mar Osthathios)
>
1974 January
month for conducting Holy Qurbana.
>
1974 February 16
>
1975 March
month)
>
1976 July
church building.
>
1976 December 31
>
1976

Till 1976 Governed by the Metropolitan of outside Kerala
Diocese, Diocesan Bishop H.G. Mathews Mar Athanasios.

From 1976 under Bombay Diocese. Diocesan Bishop H.G.
Dr. Thomas Mar Makarios.
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Youth Movement & Marthamariam Samajam restarted.

Included under Delhi Diocese. Diocesan Bishop H.G.

Sharjah congregation elevated as independent parish.

Special Intercessory Prayer of St. Mary started on

Blessing & inauguration of Parish Hall (St. Thomas Hall)
(Auditorium) by H.H. Basselios Marthoma Mathews [, along
with diocesan Metropolita, H.G. Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios.

Holy Relics of St. Thomas interred at the main Thronos in the
Madbaha by H.G. Paulose Mar Gregorios alongwith H.G.

1977
>
1978
Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios.
>
1978 January
(St. Gregorios Orthodox Church)
>
1979 St. Basil Library started.
>
1980 New parsonage building completed.
>
1982 January 27
wednesdays.
>
1983 May
>
1985 April 5
Sthephanos Mar Thevodosios.
>
1991 July 5

Foundation Stone for New Church laid by H.G. Dr. Paulose
Mar Gregorios.
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Consecration of new Church by H.H. Baseliose Marthoma
Mathews Il Catholicos alongwith 4 bishops. H.G. Dr.
Paulose Mar Gregorios, Sthephanos Mar Thevodosios,
H.G. Kuriakose Mar Clemis, H.G. Job Mar Philexinos.

Beautifying the church compound with interlock tiles and a

Blessing of Office complex with sexton’s room, & hall by H.H.

Office complex first floor remodified for accommodation of

Elevated as St. Thomas Orthodox Cathedral.

1992 June 12
>
1993 October - December
Silver Jubilee celebration
>
1994 January
garden all round the compound.
4
1998
Baseliose Marthoma Mathews Il
>
2002
Assistant vicar, VIP room & Mini Hall
>
2003 October
Elevated as Great Church.
>
2006
4
2006 December 22

Consecration of renovated Church with Balcony and

new Madbaha by H.H. Baselios Marthoma Didymos Bava
alongwith H.G. Kuriakose Mar Clemis, H.G. Geevarghese
Mar Coorilos.



IMPORTANT MILESTONES AT A GLANCE

G.C.C. Orthodox Youth Conference at Dubai.

Instituted Mar Theodosios Award for outstanding achievers

Jabel Ali congregation elevated as independent Parish - Mar

Holy Qurbana in English started (once in a month).

Instituted by Youth movement Mar Dionysius Award for the
best Agriculturist among Malankara Orthodox Church

Catholicate Re-establishment Centenary Celebration.

2006 March 2,3
>
2008
in Humanitarian activities.
>
2008 January
Gregorios Orthodox Church.
4
2008 September
>
2012
members.
>
2012 January-October
>
2013 November 22

Blessing of Multi-storied complex - Auditorium, Offices, Mini
Hall by H.G. Dr. Yuhanon Mar Demetrios alongwith H.G. Dr.
Yuhanon Mar Milithios.
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1968-1971

1972-1973
1973

1974-1977
1977-1980
1980-1983
1983-1986
1986 -1987
1988-1992
1992-1995
1995-1999
1999-2002
2002-2005

2005 -2008

2008-2011
2011-2014

2014-2017

2017
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Rev. Fr. K.K. Punnoose
(Late H.G. Stephanos Mar Theodosios)

Rev. Fr. T.A. Jacob

Rev. Fr. CK. Joseph (Very Rev. Joseph Ramban)

Rev. Fr. PM. Mathew

Rev. Fr. Sam V. Gabriel (Very Rev. Sam V. Gabriel Cor-Episcopa)
Rev. Fr. Zachariah Panackamattom

Rev. Fr. Varghese Chacko

Rev. Fr. Joseph Vendarappally

Rev. Fr. PG. Varghese (Very Rev. P.G. Varghese Cor-Episcopa)
Rev. Fr. Philip M. Samuel

Rev. Fr. M.C. Paulose

Rev. Fr. P.A. Philip

Rev. Fr. Shaji George
Rev. Fr. T.C. Thomas (Asst. Vicar)

Rev. Fr. PK. Thomas
Rev. Fr. K.K. Kuriakose (Asst. Vicar)

Rev. Fr. Biju P.Thomas

Rev. Fr. Pathrose Joy

Rev. Fr. T.J. Johnson

Rev. Fr. Biju Daniel (Asst. Vicar)

Rev. Fr. Shaji Mathews
Rev. Fr. Lany Chacko (Asst. Vicar)

Rev. Fr. Ninan Philip
Rev. Fr. Saju Thomas (Asst. Vicar)
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YEAR

1968-69
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983

1984

1985

1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991-92
1992-93

N7,
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Fovmer ‘ce Pearers
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TRUSTEE SECRETARY JOINT TRUSTEE

Thomas Koshy K.G. Jacob

PV.Varghese K.G. Jacob

Thomas Koshy C.A.Thomas

Thomas Koshy C.A.Thomas

K.G. Jacob Thomas Mammen

K.G. Jacob Joseph Cherian PV.Varghese

Thomas Koshy George Varghese K.P. Moncy

Thomas Koshy K.P. Moncy T.C. George

Oommen Mathew PV.Varghese Joseph K. Qommen

Thomas Koshy TV.John T.C. George

Joseph K. Oommen  Thomas Mammen Koshy Ninan

Geevarghese Zacharia Mathew Varghese V.K. Rajan

Thomas Mathew TK. Varghese A.Thomas

TK. Varghese Rajan K. Mathew Thomas Simon

Koshy Mammen C.C. Cherian Thomas Simon &
PV.Thomas

Peter Oommen Alex Mathew Jacob Daniel &
TK. Alexander

Kurian Oommen Thomas Abraham M.P.Thankachan &
Abraham Mathew

Thomas Kosy John Mani Abraham Mathew

A.M. Varghese TK. Varghese Varghese George

A.M. Varghese TK. Varghese Varghese George

Kurian Oommen T.V. John Abraham Mathew

TK. Varghese Sunny Philip Chacko Daniel

T.V.Varghese K. Ittiyavirah M.P. Thankachan

PK. Chacko Thomas Paul TK. Alexander

JOINT SECRETARY

C.A. Thomas
C.A. Thomas

V.C. Varghese
Joseph Cherian
Cherian Varkey
P.C. Simon

P.P. Benny

V.K. Cherian
C.C. Cherian
K.M. Varghese
Jacob George
V.P. Johny
Thomas Abraham
PT. Thomas

Jose John

N.G. Johnykutty

Mathew Zacharia
K. Georgekutty

K. Georgekutty

P.P. Benny

Johny K. John
Thomas Paul
Marydasan Thomas



YEAR

1993-94
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

CJZO/I/WI/%

TRUSTEE

Jose John
T.V.Varghese
Marydasan Thomas
K.M. Mathew

T.C. Jacob

Abraham Mathews
Babu P. Kurian

V.. Alexander

K.V. Varghese
Samuel Georgekutty
Koshy C.S.

T.C. Jacob

M.0. Vincent
T.V.Varghese

K.V. Varghese
M.P.Thankachen
T.C. Jacob

Robinson Panicker
Samuel Georgekutty
Thomas Vilayil

T.C. Jacob

Sunil C Baby
Kuriakose M.M.
Johnson D.Y.
Mathew K. George
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SECRETARY

K.M. Kunjummen
Baby Varghese

Rajan K. Mathew

C.C. Cherian

Charly Varghese
Koshy Valliazhaith
Jacob P. Ninan

Baby Varghese

Rajan K. Mathew
Thomas Paul
Marydasan Thomas
Thomas K. Monichan
Adv. Koshy Valliazhaith
Thomas K. Monichan
Babu Varghese (Sabu)
K.C. Joseph

K.C. Joseph
Marydasan Thomas
Babu Varghese (Sabu)
Varghese George
Babuji George
Thomas K. Monichan
Thomas Joseph
Babuji George
Bijumon Kunjachan

JOINT TRUSTEE

Y. Thomas

PT. Rajan

Thomas K. Monichan
T.C. Jacob

PK. Jacob

V.I. Alexander

T.P. Jacob

Babu Varghese

Y. Thomas
Kuriakose M.M.
Varghese George
Joseph Moncy M.
George Mathew
Saji Samuel

PK. Jacob

Kurian Philip
George Mathew
Cherian C. Thomas
Babu Varghese
Mathew K. George
Abraham PA.
Mathai Chacko
Binu Varghese
Shaji Punchakonam
Thomas K. George

= —

JOINT SECRETARY

PT.Thomas
George Mathew
K.C. Joseph

PK. Jacob

P.G. Mathew
Jacob P.Oommen
George Cheriyan
Babuji George
Thomas K. Monichan
Mathew PG.
Thomas Joseph
Prince Varghese
George Cherian
Thomas Joseph
Samuel Georgekutty
Babuji George
M.C. Joy

Boban Thomas
Abi Paulose
Thomas Joseph
Babu M. Kuruvilla
Kurian Philip
John P. George
Cherian K.K.

Biju C. John



